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(57) Abstract: A carton for packaging articles for example 
tablets, comprising an outer sleeve (10a, 1 10a, 210a), an in- 
ternal partition wall (22, 122, 222) and a cushion structure 
connected to the partition. The cushion structure comprises 
a platform panel (42; 176, 182; 276, 282) spaced from one 
(28, 128, 228) of the walls of the outer sleeve and extend- 
ing outwardly from one side of the partition wall and access 
means (86, 186, 286) struck from the outer sleeve to gain 
access to the carton interior. 
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CARTON AND CARTON BLANKS 

Background of the Invention 

The present invention relates to a carton and a carton blank for forming said carton. More 
particularly, the invention relates to a carton and blank for packaging tablets such as tablets of 
washing powder or detergent, for example. 

US 4 342 405 to Forbes discloses a box having an internal cushion structure, the cushion 
structure being secured to a side wall and to a top wall via a suspension member and glue 
panel. 

US 1 973 209 to Hooker discloses a box having an internal bottom cushion structure having a 
suspension member arranged in face contacting relationship with a side panel to maintain the 
position of the cushion structure. 

US 5 156 276 to Lebowitz discloses a box having a cushion structure resting on the base of 
the box with a circular aperture provided therein and having a cooperating diagonal partition 
member that extends from the cushion structure to the top of the box. 

The prior art does not however disclose a carton whose erection process is susceptible to easy 
or efficient mechanisation. 

Summary of the Invention 

The present invention, and its preferred embodiments, seek to overcome or at least mitigate 
the problems of the prior art. 

mm 4 ■ 

One aspect of the present invention provides a carton for packaging articles for example 
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tablets, comprising an outer sleeve, an internal partition wall and a cushion structure 
connected to the partition wherein the cushion structure comprises a platform panel spaced 
from one of the walls of the outer sleeve and extending outwardly from one side of the 
partition wall and access means struck from the outer sleeve to gain access to the carton 
interior. Preferably the access means is a tear flap is provided on the outer sleeve. More 
preferably the tear flap is located such that the lower edge thereof is substantially in register 
with the platform panel. 

According to an optional feature of this aspect of the invention a further platform panel 
extends outwardly from the other side of the partition wall. 

According to a second optional feature of this aspect of the invention the platform panels may 
be formed integrally. 

According to a further optional feature of this aspect of the invention the cushion structure is 
connected to the partition wall by a bracing tab extending from the partition wall to limit 
movement of the partition wall. More preferably the bracing tab engages an aperture 
provided in the platform panel. Even more preferably a support tab is struck from the 
platform panel and defining, at least in part, the aperture, the support tab is folded when the 
bracing tab is inserted into the aperture so as to engage the wall of the outer sleeve from 
which the platform panel is spaced. 

According to yet another optional feature of this aspect of the present invention the platform 
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panels are formed integrally. 

Alternatively separate first and second platform panels are provided. Preferably cushion 
spacer tabs are provided at the outer edges of the first and second platform panels, so as to 
space the platform panels from the wall of the outer sleeve. 

According to an optional feature of this aspect of the present invention first and second 
cushion panels are hingedly interconnected to provide a collapsible tubular structure 
connected to the first and second platform panels respectively. 

According to a further optional feature of this aspect of the present invention, a further 
transverse partition wall is provided in substantially perpendicular relationship to the partition 
wall. Preferably the transverse partition wall is hingedly connected to the partition wall. 
More preferably the partition wall is a composite comprising two partition panels, each 
partition panel having a transverse partition panel hingedly connected thereto. 

According to a second aspect of the present invention a carton for packaging articles for 
example tablets, comprising an outer sleeve, an internal partition wall, a platform panel 
spaced from one of the walls of the outer sleeve and extending outwardly from one side of the 
partition wall and a bracing tab formed from a platform panel and extending downwardly 
from the partition wall to limit movement of the partition wall. 

A third aspect of the present invention provides a blank for forming a carton for packaging 
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tablets, the blank comprising an outer sleeve portion and inner partition and cushion portions, 
the partition portion comprising a partition panel having means for connecting to a platform 
panel of the cushion portion. Preferably the connecting means comprising a connecting tab 
integral with the partition panel arranged so as to engage a connecting aperture provided in 
the platform panel. More preferably a spacer tab may be struck from the connecting aperture. 

A fourth aspect of the present invention provides a blank for forming an inner partition and 
cushion structure of a carton for packaging tablets, the blank comprising a partition portion 
and a cushion portion, the partition portion comprising a partition panel and the cushion 
portion being hingedly interconnected to the partition portion and comprising in series a first 
platform panel, first cushion panel, second cushion panel and second platform panel and 
wherein spacer tabs are provided so as to space the platform panel form a corresponding wall 
of the carton. Preferably the first and second support tabs are formed integrally with the first 
and second platform panels. More preferably the first and second support tabs are struck 
from the first and second cushion panels respectively. 

According to an optional feature of the fourth aspect of the present invention a bracing tab is 
formed integrally with the partition panel. 

Preferably the access structure is spaced from the base edge of a panel of the outer sleeve 
such that the aperture formed, when the access structure is opened enables articles resting on 
a platform panel of the cushion structure to be removed therefrom. 
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A fifth aspect of the invention provides a carton for packaging articles such as tablets 
comprising an outer sleeve, and a cushion structure, wherein the cushion structure comprises 
a platform panel spaced from one of the walls of the outer sleeve by first and second cushion 
spacer tabs hingedly connected to the side edges of the platform panel 

According to an optional feature of this aspect the fifth invention a third spacer tab may be 
formed integrally with the partition panel. 

A sixth aspect of the invention provides a blank for forming a cushion structure for 
cushioning articles within a tubular carton comprising a cushion portion comprising in series 
a first platform panel, first cushion panel, second cushion panel and second platform panel 
and wherein spacer tabs are provided so as to space the platform panel form a corresponding 
wall of the tubular carton. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention will now be described, by way of example 
only, with reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 

FIGURE 1 is a plan view of a blank according to one embodiment of the invention; 

FIGURES 2 A, 2B and 2C are plan views of the blank of Figure 1 at successive stages of the 
construction of the carton; 

FIGURES 3A, 3B and 3C are perspective views of the blank at later stages of the 
construction process than illustrated at Figures 2A, 2B and 2C; 
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FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of the blank of Figure 1 when erected to form a carton; 

FIGURE 5 is a partial cutaway view of the carton illustrating the removal of articles 
therefrom; 

FIGURES 6 and 7 are plan views of a two part blank for forming a carton according to a 
second embodiment of the invention; 

FIGURES 8A, 8B and 8C are plan views of the blank of Figure 6 at successive stages of the 
construction process; 

FIGURES 9 A, 9B and 9C are plan and perspective views of the blank of Figure 7 at 
successive stages of construction; 

FIGURE 10 is a perspective view illustrating the loading of the partially erected blank of 
Figure 7 into the partially erected blank of Figure 6; 

FIGURE 1 1 is a partial cutaway perspective view of the fully erected carton formed from the 
blanks of Figures 6 and 7; 

FIGURES 12 and 13 are plan views of a two part blank for forming a carton according to a 
third embodiment of the invention; 

FIGURE 14A, 14B and 14C are plan and perspective views of the blank of Figure 13 at 
successive stages of construction; 

FIGURE 15 is a perspective view illustrating the loading of the partially erected blank of 
Figure 13 into the partially erected blank of Figure 12; and 

FIGURE 16 is a partial cutaway perspective view of the fully erected carton formed from the 
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blanks of Figures 12 and 13. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments 

Referring to the drawings there is shown a unitary blank and two part blanks formed from 
paperboard or other like foldable sheet material and capable of being folded and secured into 
a set up carton for holding one or more articles, for example washing powder tablets or the 
like. 

In the first embodiment shown in Figures 1 to 5, there is a carton formed from a single blank 
10. The blank 10 comprises two portions, outer sleeve 10a and inner partition structure 10b. 

Turning first to outer sleeve 10a, there comprises a plurality of panels for forming a tubular 
sleeve, for example a first side wall panel 12, first end wall panel 14, second side wall panel 
16 and second end wall panel 18 bingedly interconnected in series along fold lines 46, 48 and 
50 respectively. Base wall panel 28 is provided which is preferably bingedly connected to 
first end wall panel 14 along fold line 60. First and second base end flaps 26 and 30 complete 
a base wall structure and are preferably hingedly interconnected to first and second side wall 
panels 12 and 16 along fold lines 58 and 62 respectively. 

Top wall structure comprises a top wall panel 40 hingedly interconnected to one of the sleeve 
panels, for example second end wall panel 18 by fold line 72. Top end flaps 34, 36 and 38 
are, in this embodiment, hingedly connected to first side wall panel 12, first end wall panel 14 
and second side wall panels 16 along fold lines 66, 68 and 70 respectively. 

It should be recognised that in alternative classes of embodiment other known top and/or base 
closure structures maybe employed. 

Access means is provided to gain access to the carton interior. In this embodiment, a pair of 
tear flaps 86 and 88 are provided in the outer sleeve portion 10a, and in this embodiment tab 
86 is arranged so as to span fold line 46 between panels 12 and 14 and tab 88 is arranged so 
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as to span fold line 50 between panels 16 and 1 8. The flaps 86 and 88 are preferably arranged 
so as to reveal an aperture having approximately the same as the height of the articles to be 
packaged by the carton. The tear flaps are preferably arranged such that the aperture revealed 
by the tearing operation has a lower edge substantially in alignment with the upper face of 
platform panel 42 as discussed below. In other classes of embodiment, suitable alternative 
means may be provided to access the carton interior. 

Turning now to partition portion 10b, there is provided in series first partition spacer panel 
20, partition panel 22 and, securing means which is provided in this embodiment, by glue 
panel 24, hingedly interconnected along fold lines 54 and 56 respectively. A bracing tab 84 
preferably extends from partition panel 22, preferably the base edge. 

A cushion structure is, in this embodiment, hingedly connected to the base edge of second 
end wall panel 18 along fold line 64. The structure comprises in series, first cushion spacer 
panel 32, platform panel 42 and second cushion spacer panel 44 hingedly interconnected in 
series along fold lines 74 and 76 respectively. An aperture 78 is struck from platform panel 
42. Preferably support tabs 82a and 82b are struck from and hingedly connected to platform 
panel 42 along fold lines 80a and 80b and extend into aperture 78. It should be understood 
that in alternative embodiments, the cushion structure may alternatively be hingedly 
connected to first end wall panel 14, for example. 

Turning now to Figures 2A, 2B and 2C, it is envisaged that the carton of the present invention 
can be formed by a series of sequential folding and gluing operations in a straight line 
machine so that the carton is not required to be rotated or inverted to complete its 
construction. The folding process is not limited to that described below and may be altered 
according to particular manufacturing requirements. 

Glue is preferably first applied to glue panel 24 for example in the cross-hatched areas G and 
inner partition portion 10b is then folded about fold line 52 in a direction XI so as to partially 
overlie outer sleeve portion 10a. In this embodiment, partition panel 22 is arranged so as to 
terminate along a notional centre line of second side wall panel 16. 
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The glue panel 24 is secured to the outer sleeve by the glue. 

The outer sleeve is formed by applying glue G to the outer face of partition spacer panel 20, 
and panels 12 and 14 are folded about fold line 48 in a direction X2 so as to overlie partition 
portion 10b with first side wall panel 12 being secured to spacer panel 20. The carton is now 
in a flat collapsed condition as shown in Figure 2C. 

At this stage of construction, the carton may optionally be supplied to the customer in 
collapsed form for subsequent complete erection on the customer's premises, thereby 
minimising space required during transport, and hence reducing costs. 

Turning to Figures 3A, 3B and 3C, the panels of the collapsed carton are separated so as to 
form a tabular structure with panels 12 and 16 and 14 and 18 being in mutually opposed 
substantially parallel relationship. Partition panel 22 further brought into a position mid-way 
between panels 14 and 18 and is, in this embodiment, in a substantially parallel relationship 
thereto. In alternative embodiments however, the width of spacer panel 20 may be adjusted 
such that different sized compartments are formed by the partition within the erected carton. 

Top end flaps 34, 36 and 38 and top wall panel 40 are then folded inwardly about fold line 66, 
68, 70 and 72 respectively and are secured together using glue or other suitable means. 
Articles may then be loaded into the two compartments formed by the partition panel. In 
other embodiments, the base structure may be closed first and articles loaded from the top of 
the sleeve. 

The cushion structure is then folded inwardly in a direction X3 (Figure 3 A) about fold line 64 
such that cushion spacer panels 44 and 32 partially overlie first and second end wall panels 14 
and 18 and such that platform panel 42 is arranged in a substantially perpendicular 
relationship to the end and side wall panels, as shown in Figure 3B. 

As can be see from Figure 3B, the folding motion of the cushion structure causes bracing tab 
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84 of the partition panel 22 to protrude through aperture 78 thus causing support tabs 82a and 
82b to be pushed out of the plane of platform panel 42 so as to be orientated towards the base 
of the carton when fully erected. In use, the bracing tab 84 engages aperture 78 to improve 
rigidity of the partition. The support tabs 82a and 82b assist in providing a cushion structure. 

Base end flaps 26 and 30 are then folded inwardly about fold lines 58 and 62 and respectively 
so as to be in a substantially parallel spaced relationship with platform panel 42. Glue is then 
preferably applied to flaps 26 and 30 and base wall panel 28 is folded about fold line 60 so as 
to overlie and be secured to flaps 26 and 30. The support and bracing tabs 82a, 82b, 84 are 
advantageously dimensioned so as to engage the base wall panel 28 and provide support to 
the platform panel 42. The fully erected and loaded carton formed from the blank is shown in 
Figure 4. 

To obtain access to die articles A packaged within the carton (which in this embodiment are 
packets of two tablets), the end user engages the free end of tabs 86 and 88 and tears along the 
frangible lines to reveal the articles A as shown in Figure 5. Each article may then be slid out 
from the carton and the remaining articles may then slide down under the influence of gravity 
onto platform panel 42 into position for each subsequent removal. 

It should be appreciated mat the cushion structure provides a "crumple zone" which may be 
deformed if there is an impact between the carton and another body, thus substantially 
absorbing the energy of such an impact without damaging the articles A within. In order to 
adjust the deformation characteristics of file cushion structure, the caliper of the paperboard 
or like materials may be changed and/or the dimensions of the spacer panels adjusted such 
that a greater or lesser distance between the article and the walls of the carton may be 
provided. If necessary, a further cushion structure may be provided at the top end of the 
carton. 

Referring now to Figures 6 and 7, there is shown an alternative embodiment of the invention 
in which like parts have been annotated with like numerals where possible but with the 
addition of the prefix "1". Figure 6 illustrates the outer sleeve 110a of a two part blank and 
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Figure 7 illustrates the inner partition 1 1 Ob of a two part blank. 

Referring first to outer sleeve portion 1 10a, in this embodiment, there comprises in series a 
first glue flap 1 1 1, first side wall panel 1 12, first end wall panel 1 14, second side wall panel 
116 and second glue flap 120 interconnected in series along fold lines 144, 146, 148 and 150 
respectively. Top end flaps 134, 136 and 138 are hingedly connected to panels 1 12, 1 14 and 
116 along fold lines 166, 168 and 170 respectively. 

The remaining panels that form the outer sleeve are, in this embodiment, hingedly connected 
to first end wall panel 1 14 along fold line 160 and comprise in series base wall panel 128, 
second end wall panel 118 and top wall panel 140 hingedly interconnected in series along 
fold lines 164 and 174: Base end flaps 126 and 130 are further hingedly connected to base 
wall panel 128 along fold lines 158 and 162. Tear flap 188 and tear flap portions 186a and 
186b are struck from the end and side wall panels such that flap 188 spans the fold line 148 
between panels 114 and 116. Flap portion 186a spans me fold line 144 between first glue 
flap 11 1 and panel 112 and flap portion 186b is struck from second end wall panel 1 18. It 
should be understood that the location of the tear flaps may, in other embodiments, be 
adjusted as necessary. 

Turning now to the partition portion and cushion structure as illustrated in Figure 7, this 
comprises in series partition panel 122, first platform panel 176, first cushion panel 178, 
second cushion panel 180, second platform panel 182 hingedly interconnected in series along 
fold lines 191, 192, 193 and 194. Preferably, securing means is provided which in this 
embodiment is provided by glue flaps 124, 184 hingedly connected to opposing ends of the 
partition portion along fold lines 190 and 195 respectively. There may further comprise 
mutually opposed side spacer tabs 197 and 198 struck from first and second cushion panels 
178 and 180 respectively and formed integrally with first and second platform panels 176 and 
182. A bracing tab 196 is preferably also struck from first platform panel 176 and is formed 
integrally with partition panel 122. 

Turning now to the construction of the carton as illustrated in Figures 8a to 10. Again, it is 
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anticipated that the carton of this embodiment of the present invention can be formed by a 
series of sequential folding and gluing operations in a straight line machine so that the carton 
is not required to be rotated or inverted to complete its construction. Again, the folding 
process is not limited to that described below and may be altered according to particular 
manufacturing requirements. 

Turning in particular to Figure 8A, first and second side wall panels 112 and 116 are 
respectively folded about fold lines 146 and 148 in directions Y2 and Yl respectively so as to 
be in a substantially perpendicular relationship to first end wall panel 1 14. First and second 
glue flaps 111 and 120 are similarly folded about fold lines 144 and 150 in directions Y4 and 
Y3 so as to be in a substantially perpendicular relationship to the corresponding side wall 
panels 112 and 116 as illustrated in Figure 8B. Base end flaps 126 and 130 are folded 
inwardly out of the plane of base wall panel 128 about fold lines 158 and 162 into a 
substantially perpendicular relationship to base wall panel 128. 

Referring now to Figure 8B, in this embodiment, glue is preferably applied to the outer face 
of glue flaps 1 1 1 and 120 as shown by shaded portions G, although it is anticipated that in 
other embodiments that other known securing means may be used. Base wall panel 128 is 
men folded out of alignment with first end wall panel 1 14 about fold line 160 in a direction 
Y5 and into substantially perpendicular arrangement with respect to first end wall panel 114. 
Second end wall panel 1 18 is folded about fold line 164 out of alignment with base wall panel 
128 in a direction Y6 so as to form the box structure as illustrated in Figure 8C with only the 
top wall structure open. 

Turning now to the construction of the partition structure and cushion structure as illustrated 
in Figures 9A, 9B and 9C. hi this embodiment, glue G is applied to a lower portion of 
partition panel 122 and second cushion panel 180 is folded out of alignment with first cushion 
panel 178 about fold line 193 in a direction Y7 such that glue flap 184 is secured to the 
partition panel 122 as illustrated in Figure 9B. The cushion structure is then manipulated 
such that fold line 193 is moved towards fold line 191 and fold lines 192 and 194 are moved 
out of overlying register so as to form a tubular arrangement, as illustrated in Figure 9C. 
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Inner and outer cushion spacer tabs 197 and 198 meanwhile are arranged so as to be in 
substantially parallel relationship with partition panel 122 as is illustrated in Figure 9C. In 
those embodiments with bracing tab 196, this tab is folded downwardly into the tubular 
structure to form a limit stop or crumple zone, depending on the preferred requirements of the 
user. Glue flap 124 may also be folded along fold line 190 so as to be substantially 
perpendicular to partition panel 122. However, dependent upon the type of articles to be 
introduced, this folding operation may be deferred until the carton is loaded. 

Turning now to Figure 10, partition structure 110b is introduced into partially erected outer 
sleeve 110a in direction Y8 until fully seated within the outer sleeve. Spacer tabs 196, 197 
and 198 ensure that first and second platform panels 176 and 182 are placed and maintained 
in substantially spaced parallel relationship to base wall panel 128 as shown in Figure 11. 
The construction of the outer sleeve enables tear flap portions 186a and 186b to be secured 
together so as to form a substantially continuous tear flap. 

Once the partition panel is in place, the carton is loaded with articles in the compartments 
either side of partition panel 122, and top wall flaps 134, 136 and 138 are folded inwardly 
about fold lines 166, 168 and 170 respectively. Glue is then applied to the upper face of flaps 
134, 136 and 138, and top wall panel 140 is folded inwardly so as to be adhesively secured to 
flaps 134, 136 and 138. 

Articles (not shown) may then be removed from within the carton through the aperture 
formed by the tear flaps, in a similar manner to the previous embodiment, and as shown in 
Figure 11. 

Turning now to Figures 12 and 13, there are illustrated two part blanks for forming a carton 
according to a third embodiment of the invention in which like parts have been annotated 
with like numerals where possible but with the addition of the prefix "2 M . Figure 12 
illustrates the outer sleeve 210a of a two part blank and Figure 13 illustrates an inner partition 
210b of the two part blank. The outer sleeve 210a and inner partition 210b are similar to the 
outer sleeve 1 10a and inner partition 1 10b of the second embodiment, so only the differences 
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with respect to the second embodiment will be described in any further detail. 

Referring now in particular to Figure 12, a further tear flap 287 is struck from panels 212 and 
214 and spans fold line 246 therebetween and additional tear flap portions 289a and 289b are 
struck from panels 220, 216 and 218 respectively such that, when the blank is erected, a total 
of four tear flaps are provided. 

Turning now to Figure 13, a second partition panel 284 is hingedly connected to second 
platform panel 282 in the place of glue panel 184 of the second embodiment Transverse 
partition panels 223 and 285 are struck from first and second partition panels 222 and 284 
along interrupted fold lines 227 and 289 respectively. In this embodiment, transverse 
partition panels 223 and 285 comprise tab portions 225 and 287 that extend into first and 
second partition panels 222 and 284 beyond fold lines 227 and 289 respectively. 

The construction of the carton is illustrated in Figures 14A, 14B, 14C and 15 and is 
substantially identical to the construction of the carton of the previous embodiment with the 
exception that glue G is preferably applied in different places, for example proximate the 
upper and lower edges of first partition panel 222, and second partition panel 284 is folded 
about fold line 293 in direction Zl so as to substantially overlie first partition panel 222 in 
register therewith. The partition structure is then in the condition illustrated in Figure 14B. 

Referring to Figure 14C, the platform and cushion panels are erected as in the previous 
embodiment, and the transverse partition panels 223 and 285 are folded along fold lines 227 
and 289 in a direction Z2 so as to be substantially perpendicular to the composite partition 
panel formed by panel 222 and 284. Tabs 225 and 287 advantageously cooperate to ensure 
that transverse partition panels 223 and 285 are held in a substantially co-planar relationship 

Turning to Figure 15, the partition structure is loaded into the outer sleeve in a direction Z3. 
Articles A (which in this embodiment are individual tablets) are then loaded into the four 
individual compartments formed by the partition structure and the top wall formed as in the 
previous embodiment Access may then be obtained to any one of the compartments using 
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tear flaps 286, 287, 288 or 289, shown in Figure 16, and the articles A are removed as in me 
previous embodiments. As in the preceding two embodiments, the cushion structure acts as a 
"shock absorber" so as to dissipate impacts the carton may have with foreign objects and thus 
reduce the risk of damage occurring to the tablets. 

It will be recognised that as used herein, directional references such as "top", "base", "end", 
"side", "inner", "outer", ''upper" and "lower do not limit the respective panels to such 
orientation, but merely serve to distinguish these panels from one another. Any reference to 
hinged connection should not be construed as necessarily referring to a single fold line only, 
indeed it is envisaged mat hinged connection can be formed from one or more of one of the 
following, a score line, a frangible line or a fold line, without departing from the scope of the 
invention. 

It should be understood that various changes may be made within the scope of the present 
invention, for example, the size and shape of the panels and apertures may be adjusted to 
accommodate articles of differing size or shape, alternative top and base closure structures 
may be used. It is envisaged that the partition structure of the second and third embodiments 
of the invention may be dispensed with such that a cushion structure formed from the 
platform panel(s), cushion panels and cushion spacer tabs. 
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1 . A carton for packaging articles for example tablets, comprising an outer sleeve, an 
internal partition wall and a cushion structure connected to the partition, wherein the cushion 
structure comprises a platform panel spaced from one of the walls of the outer sleeve and 
extending outwardly from one side of the partition wall and access means struck from the 
outer sleeve to gain access to the carton interior. 

2. A carton according to claim 1 wherein the access means is a tear flap provided on the 
outer sleeve. 

3. A carton according to claim 2 wherein the tear flap is located such that the lower edge 
thereof is substantially in register with the platform panel. 

4. A carton according to any preceding claim wherein a further platform panel extends 
outwardly from the other side of the partition wall. 

5. A carton according to any of claims 1 to 4 wherein the cushion structure is connected 
to the partition wall by a bracing tab extending from the partition wall to limit movement of 
the partition wall. 

6. A carton according to claim 5 wherein the bracing tab engages an aperture provided in 
the platform panel. 
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7. A carton according to claim 6 wherein a support tab is struck from the platform panel 
and defining, at least in part, the aperture, the support tab is folded when the bracing tab is 
inserted into the aperture so as to engage the wall of the outer sleeve from which the platform 
panel is spaced. 

8. A carton according to any of claims 1 to 4 wherein the platform panel is formed 
integrally with the partition wall. 

9. A carton according to any of claims 1 to 4 wherein separate first and second platform 
panels are provided. 

10. A carton according to claim 9 wherein cushion spacer tabs are provided at the outer 
edges of the first and second platform panels, so as to space the platform panels from the wall 
of the outer sleeve. 

11. A carton according to claim 9 or claim 10 wherein first and second cushion panels are 
hingedly interconnected to provide a collapsible tubular structure connected to the first and 
second platform panels respectively. 

12. A carton according to any preceding claim wherein a further transverse partition wall 
is provided in substantially perpendicular relationship to the partition wall. 

13. A carton according to claim 1 2 wherein the transverse partition wall is hingedly 
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connected to the partition wall. 

14. A carton according to claim 13 wherein the partition wall is a composite comprising 
two partition panels, each partition panel having a transverse partition panel hingedly 
connected thereto. 

15. A carton for packaging articles for example tablets, comprising an outer sleeve, an 
internal partition wall, a platform panel spaced from one of the walls of the outer sleeve and 
extending outwardly from one side of the partition wall and a spacer tab formed from the 
platform panel and extending downwardly from the partition wall to limit movement of the 
partition wall. 

16. A blank for forming a carton for packaging tablets, the blank comprising an outer 
sleeve portion and inner partition and cushion portions, the partition portion comprising a 
partition panel having means for connecting to a platform panel of the cushion portion. 

17. A blank according to claim 16 wherein the connecting means comprising a connecting 
tab integral with the partition panel arranged so as to engage a connecting aperture provided 
in the platform panel. 

18. A blank according to claim 1 7 wherein a spacer tab is struck from the connecting 
aperture. 
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19. A blank for forming an inner partition and cushion structure of a carton for packaging 
tablets, the blank comprising a partition portion and a cushion portion, the partition portion 
comprising a partition panel and the cushion portion being hingedly interconnected to the 
partition portion and comprising in series a first platform panel, first cushion panel, second 
cushion panel and second platform panel and wherein spacer tabs are provided so as to space 
the platform panel form a corresponding wall of the carton. 

20. A blank according to claim 19 wherein first and second support tabs are formed 
integrally with the first and second platform panels. 

21 . A blank according to claim 20 wherein the first and second support tabs are struck 
from the first and second cushion panels respectively. 

22. A blank according to claim 20 or claim 21 wherein a bracing tab is formed integrally 
with the partition panel. 

23. A carton formed from a plurality of panels to form an outer sleeve comprising access 
structures and a second blank according to any one of claims 19 to 22 erected to form a 
partition and cushioning structure. 

24. A carton according to claim 23 wherein the access structure is spaced from the base 
edge of a panel of the outer sleeve such that the aperture formed, when the access structure is 
opened enables articles resting on a platform panel of the cushion structure to be removed 
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foerefrom. 

25. A carton for packaging articles such as tablets comprising an outer sleeve, and a 
cushion structure, wherein the cushion structure comprises a platform panel spaced from one 
of the walls of the outer sleeve by first and second cushion spacer tabs hingedly connected to 
the side edges of the platform panel. 

26. A blank for forming a cushion structure for cushioning articles within a tubular carton 
comprising a cushion portion comprising in series a first platform panel, first cushion panel, 
second cushion panel and second platform panel and wherein spacer tabs are provided so as 
to space the platform panel form a corresponding wall of the tubular carton. 

27. A carton comprising an outer sleeve, an internal partition wall and an associated 
cushion structure, wherein the partition has a bracing tab for engaging at least a part of the 
cushion structure to retain the cushion structure in an erected position, wherein the cushion 
structure includes a platform panel and a support tab formed from the platform panel and 
hingedly connected thereto, and wherein the bracing tab is received in an aperture defined by 
the support tab and is disposed in engagement with the support tab to retain foe support tab in 
a folded, supporting position. 

28. A carton comprising an outer sleeve, an internal bottom cushion structure and a 
partition wall connected to foe cushion structure and to foe outer sleeve to bear foe load of 
contents placed on foe cushion structure, wherein the cushion structure includes a pair of 
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raised platform panels extending laterally from opposite sides of the partition wall. 

29. A carton according to claim 28 wherein the length of each of the platform panels 
along the width of the partition wall is greater than a half of the width of the partition wall. 
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